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House Bill 620
By: Representatives Dooley of the 38", Oliver of the 83", Ashe of the 56", Buckner of the
130", Benfield of the 85", and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Part 2 of Article 3 of Chapter 6 of Title 32 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to the state highway system, so as to change certain provisions relating
to the Roadside Enhancement and Beautification Council and its membership, purpose, and
compensation; to change certain provisions relating to the Roadside Enhancement and
Beautification Fund and dedication of certain revenues to such fund; to provide for
landscaping and maintenance projects on state highway system rights of way; to change
certain provisions relating to application for tree trimming permit and annual renewal, forms,
application fees, evaluation, and criteria for trimming trees or vegetation; to prohibit
trimming or removal of trees or other vegetation on state highway system rights of way in
certain circumstances; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other

purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Part 2 of Article 3 of Chapter 6 of Title 32 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to the state highway system, is amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section
32-6-75.1, relating to the Roadside Enhancement and Beautification Council and its
membership, purpose, and compensation, as follows:
“(b) The council shall aid the commissioner in formulating policies and discussing

problems related to the administration of this article. In addition, the council shall:

t2) Make recommendations to the department regarding standards for vegetatronremovat

and landscape and vegetation maintenance plans submitted—by permittees—mctuding
»” brritatior S er-Code Section32-6-753
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29 #)(2) Encourage the contribution of funds from appropriate sources to support roadside
30 enhancement and beautification;

31 t5)(3) Submit to the commissioner annually not later than 30 days after the date of its
32 fourth quarter meeting a written report of findings baseduponitsreviewsof permittees*
33 perfornmances and recommendations including without limitation any recommendations
34 for expenditures for roadside enhancement and beautification; and

35 t6)(4) Perform such other functions as may be specified for the council by the
36 department.

37 The council shall have full and complete access to all department records necessary for the
38 performance of its duties.”

39 SECTION 2.

40 Said part is further amended by revising Code Section 32-6-75.2, relating to the Roadside
41 Enhancement and Beautification Fund and dedication of certain revenues to such fund, as
42  follows:

43 "32-6-75.2.

44 (a) All landscaping and vegetation maintenance projects for state highway system rights
45 of way, including but not limited to roadside enhancement and beautification projects, shall
46 be planned and executed to protect biodiversity to the greatest extent practicable, with
47 emphasis on use of native plant species and protection against destruction or degradation

48 of natural habitats.

49 (b) There is established a special fund to be known as the 'Roadside Enhancement and

50 Beautification Fund." This fund shall consist of attmoneys—cottectedunder-€ode-Section
51 32=6=75-3; any appropriations by the General Assembly to the fund, revenues derived from

52 the sale of any special and distinctive wildflower motor vehicle license plates issued
53 pursuant to Code Section 40-2-49.2, any contributions to the fund from any other source,
54 and all interest thereon. All moneys—cotlected—under—€Code—Section—32=6=753—and
55 manufacturing fees for any special and distinctive wildflower motor vehicle license plates

56 shall be paid into the fund. All balances in the fund shall be deposited in an

57 interest-bearing account identifying the fund and shall be carried forward each year so that
58 no part thereof may be deposited in the general treasury. The department shall administer
59 the fund and expend moneys held in the fund in furtherance of roadside enhancement and

60 beautification projects along public roads in this state and-adnmmistratronmrofthetreeand
61 vegetatrom trimmmgpermitprogranr underCode—Section32=6=75-3. In addition to the
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foregoing, the department may, without limitation, promote and solicit voluntary
contributions, promote the sale of motor vehicle license tags authorized under Code Section
40-2-49.2, and develop any fund raising or other promotional techniques deemed
appropriate by the department. Contributions to the fund shall be deemed supplemental to
and shall in no way supplant funding that would otherwise be appropriated for these
purposes. The department shall prepare, by February 1 of each year, an accounting of the
funds received and expended from the fund. The report shall be made available to the
members of the State Transportation Board, the Senate Transportation Committee, the
Transportation Committee of the House of Representatives, and to members of the public

"
on request.

SECTION 3.
Said part is further amended by revising Code Section 32-6-75.3, relating to application for
tree trimming permit and annual renewal, forms, application fees, evaluation, and criteria for

trimming trees or vegetation, as follows:

"32-6-75.3.
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196 shall be unlawful for any person to trim or remove any trees or other vegetation

197 growing on state highway system rights of way except for highway construction or

198 maintenance, to protect the public safety, to prevent interference with public utilities,

199 or as part of a roadside enhancement and beautification project. No trees or other

200 vegetation growing on state highway system rights of way shall be trimmed or removed

201 for purposes of maintaining or increasing visibility of outdoor advertising signs

202 adjacent to such rights of way. Violation of this Code section shall be a misdemeanor.”

203 SECTION 4.
204 This Act shall become effective on the first day of the month following the month in which

205 itis approved by the Governor or in which it becomes law without such approval.
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206 SECTION 5.

207 All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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